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625 Magdala Place 
Apex, NC   27502 

(919) 657-4800 
(919) 657-4805 fax 

www.stmm.net 
Scripture Info: 

BiblePlaces.com 

Scripture readings: 
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Mass Today   
   Page 20 
Gathering 
   O Come, O Come 
   Emmanuel - 35 
Psalm 72 
   Lord, Every Nation    
Preparation 
   Waiting in Silence - 40 
Communion 
   Christ Be Our Light – 506 
   Taste and See – 341 
   Emmanuel – 52 
 Sending Forth  
   Lord, Emmanuel Come - 65 
Offertory Helpers 
   Third & Fourth Grade       

                    
                   
 

                                THE PASTOR’S PARAGRAPHS 
 
My Dear Friends, 
 
St. John the Baptist always appears in the Gospel for the 2nd weekend 
in Advent.  John lived an unusual lifestyle and his message was most 
often confrontational.  Today he even takes on the leadership of the 
people for their saying one thing and doing another.  His consistent 
message is 'repent.'  Please note in the 'Parish Dates' below the places 
and dates of Advent Penance Services we can all come to for our own time to repent. 
  
A week ago Bishop Michael Burbidge told me he wants to celebrate the 5 PM Christmas Eve Mass with 
us.  I told him what the scenario was like at that Mass, and he said that was fine with him.  Bishop has been 
here two times for Confirmation and he spent a day at our school, but this will be a different kind of parish 
visit.  We shall welcome him. 
 
                                                                                                         Peace and Prayers – Father Donald Staib 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   
December 
      9 – 2nd Collection – Retired Religious 
     10 – Penance Service for Senior Citizens– St. Michael’s, Cary - 11am 
     10 – KofC Blood Drive – 3-7pm – Activity Building  
     10 – RCIA Session – “Trinity: One God, Three Persons” – 7:30pm –  
            Adult Room 
     11 – Penance Service – St. Andrew’s, Apex – 7pm 
     16 – KofC Parent/Child Christmas Tree Decorating – 3-5pm - Cafeteria 
     16 – Parish Holiday Event – “The 3 ½ Stories of Christmas” – 7pm –  
             Gym 
     17 – RCIA Session – “Common Prayers of the Church” – 7:30pm – 
            Adult Room  
     17 – Penance Service – St. Michael’s, Cary – 7pm 
     19 – Penance Service – Our Lady of Lourdes, Raleigh - 7pm 
 
 
                                                       Pastor – Father Donald Staib, 1708 Town Home Drive, 

                                                     Apex 27502; home 387-3648, donfs22@aol.com 
                                                   Deacons – Joseph LaPierre, 447-2778, jlapierre@nc.rr.com 
                                                                            John Hubisz, 362-5782, hubisz@mindspring.com 
       School Principal - Bob Cadran, 657-4800 ext. 251, Cadran@stmm.net 

        Religious Education Director – Celeste Usischon, 657-4800 ext. 306, Usischon@stmm.net 
        Parish Office – Kathy Lynch, 657-4800 ext. 304, lynch@stmm.net        
      (Ministry volunteer contact information and the weekly bulletin may be found on our website, www.stmm.net, or in the lobby)

Weekend Masses: 
Sat. 5:00 PM,  
Sun. 9:00 AM, 10:45AM 

Weekday Masses: 
     Monday through Friday – 8:15AM 
 Reconciliation: 
     After Daily Mass or Call Pastor 
 Baptisms: 

Call the Pastor  
Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
    Call the Parish Office 

 

       IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT    

 
PARISH DATES 



 
 
Catechists Needed!! – Looking to get involved in one of the 
many great parish ministries we have here at StMM?    We are 
in need of dedicated adults who are willing to share an hour and 
fifteen minutes of their time on Sunday evenings in grades 8 
through 12 from 6:30p-7:45p to help minister to our present 
program.  Currently there are 104 youth registered in these 
grades.  Grade 8 has only 3 adults for 30 students. Grades 9-12 
have 74 students with only 3 adults. In order to provide quality 
catechetical experiences we need you! Please consider making 
this program part of your parish stewardship. 
 
Parents Grades PreK-12 – All our programs are closed from 
December 16th through January 5th for the Christmas holiday. All 
classes resume the week of January 6, 2008. 
 
Confirmation ’08 – Registration forms can be found in the 
glass cubbies outside the gym for any family with 9th/10th/or 11th 
graders attending a catholic high school. The registration 
deadline is January 4, 2008. Families with candidates in public 
high schools should already be registered in the Sunday evening 
program from 6:30p-7:45p that began in September. All 
candidates should have a minimum of one year of religious 
education before preparing for this sacrament of initiation. 
 
December Donuts – Our high school youth will be selling 
donuts after the December 16th Sunday masses for $5/box. All 
proceeds will help our teens participate in the annual Diocesan 
Youth Convention in May, 2008. Thanks in advance for 
supporting this worthy cause.  
 
Grade 8 Program Parents – January 13th has been set aside for 
a community service experience at Spring Arbor Assisted Living 
Facility. The students will visit the seniors for a few games of 
bingo. Information will be mailed to your homes the week of 
December 31st. 
 
Direct all questions to Celeste at Usischon@stmm.net   
 
 

 

Adult Reconciliation for Senior Citizens will be held on 
Monday, Dec. 10th at 11am at St. Michael’s in Cary.  (Please 
notice the change from Father’s Christmas letter which stated 
the Service was at St. Andrew’s) 
 
The Parish Holiday Event – The 3 ½ Stories of Christmas is 
next Sunday, December 16th at 7pm in the Activity Building 
Gym. Brochures are on the large round table.  Ticket order 
forms are in both buildings. Here in the Activity Building, the 
forms are located on the large bulletin board across from the 
gym entrance. Order forms are also in the lobby of the 
Education Building.  Tickets will also be sold at the door for the 
same price. You won’t want to miss this event. $5/per 
person…$15/family of 4…” “The adults, not to mention the 
children, were enthralled…Wonderful…” Rev. Msgr. Blase 
Guintoli /Our Lady of Assumption, Fairfield, CT  
 
Please join the KofC for their Annual Pancake Breakfast after 
9am & 10:45am masses this weekend.  This is an “all you can 
eat” breakfast which includes pancakes & sausages along with 
orange juice and coffee.  Cost is $5 for adults, $3 for children 
over age 3 or $15 per family.  All children under age 3 are free. 
 
 
 

Helping Hands Social Ministry is sponsoring the Angel Tree 
for this holiday season.  Ornaments designate the various needs 
of local children.  All gifts for children can be wrapped and the 
ornament taped on the front of the package.  No other gift item 
(food, toiletries) needs to be wrapped.  All donations should be 
brought to StMM by noon on Sun, Dec. 16th.  You may bring 
your gift at anytime and we will take the gifts to the sponsoring 
agencies as they are received. 
 
KofC Blood Drive will be on Mon, Dec. 10th from 3-7pm.  Note 
the expanded hours!  This Christmas give the Gift of Life by 
donating blood at this very needy time of year.  Blood resources 
are usually down because everyone is so busy at this time of 
year.  One donation can save 3 lives!  Sign-up sheets will be 
available after masses or contact Rick Estes at 387-8603, 
rick_estes@bio-rad.com. 
 
The Annual Parent/Child Christmas Tree Decorating 
sponsored by the KofC is Sun, Dec. 16th from 3-5pm in the 
cafeteria.  Parents, bring your children and a snack to share.  
Drinks and ornament building supplies will be provided (you 
can bring you own as well).  All are welcome.  Contact Mike 
Barnack at 363-1948, stm4@nc.rr.com for more info. 
 
Father Staib 5K Race – We are planning the 1st Annual Father 
Staib 5K in April of 2008.  Organizing a race is more 
challenging than running one.  We are making great progress, 
but could always use more people to help.  The Race Committee 
will be meeting Dec. 11th at 7pm in the Youth Room.  All are 
welcome.  If you want more info, contact Mike Grace at 363-
1555, migrace@cisco.com. 
 
Commemorative Bricks – We will be accepting orders for 
engraved bricks for our commemorative brick walkway.  We 
currently have 10 orders and need 25 to place an engraving 
order in January.  A commemorative brick costs $100 and is a 
wonderful way to honor a loved one, living or deceased or to 
celebrate a special occasion.  Brick order forms are available in 
the lobby and on our website at www.stmm.net. 
 
4th Annual Booster Club Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale to 
support STMM School and Parish Athletics. Stop by before or 
after mass to purchase one of these beautiful trees from the 
mountains of North Carolina. Trees will be available from 5’ – 
10’ tall, as well as 2 sizes of wreaths. Pricing is competitive to 
all other local tree lots – plus, you get a higher quality tree and 
all proceeds benefit your school and parish, and 50% of your 
payment is tax deductible.  
  
The Endowment Fund of a school is its life-blood; it means 
everything to the school’s health and long term security.  It is 
easy to make a donation to this important campaign.  Go to 
www.stmm.net, click on school news and you will see the link 
to the endowment fund.  You can make a one-time gift, a 
recurring gift or even use your credit card. 
 
StMM Gift Card Program – StMM has started a scrip 
fundraising program called “Monarch Money.”  Our school 
program is underway and starting in January, parishioners can 
order gift cards too!  School and parish families substitute gift 
cards for cash or credit cards for everyday purchases and 
retailers give 2 – 20% back to StMM.  Look for ordering info 
coming in January.  If you would like to see a complete list of 
retailers, log onto www.ShopWithScrip.com.  Email questions 
to Monarachmoney@stmm.net 
 
 
 

CCaatteecchheettiiccaall  CCoorrnneerr  
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StMM Business Directory - Do you have a Business? Would 
you like free advertising?  The StMM Business Directory is the 
place to share your business with the church and school 
communities.  If interested, please email 
julierydzewski@yahoo.com. 
 
St. Mary Magdalene School is organizing its first Myrtle Beach 
Golf Outing during the President’s Day weekend (Feb 15-18).  
One round of golf on Friday afternoon, two rounds on Saturday 
and one round on Sunday morning.  In order to gauge interest, 
please contact Bob Cadran at Cadran@stmm.net. 28 golfers are 
needed. 
 
  
 
An invitation to all mothers to join Mothers Growing in Faith 
– We seek to enrich our faith as Catholic Christian mothers, 
wives and women.  We explore our faith and increase our 
spiritual practices through the study and discussion of tradition, 
scripture, and other written resources, as well as by listening to 
guest speakers.  Fellowship serves to encourage and support our 
efforts of practicing what we learn.  We meet Friday mornings 
from 9:30-11:30am in the Care Center at St. Andrew’s Church.  
Nursery care is usually available; however we will 
accommodate every mother who wants to join regardless of 
childcare space.  Our first meeting in 2008 is Jan. 4th and will be 
a potluck Epiphany breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.  For more 
info, contact Teresa O’Brien, teresa3k@nc.rr.com, Amanda 
Mastropolo, amastropolo@gmail.com or Carrie Adas, 
adasfamily@nc.rr.com. 
 
The Silver and Gold Society of St. Bernadette welcomes all 
seniors ages 55 and over to join us. Our dues are $10.00 per year 
and we meet the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 12:30 P.M. at 
St. Bernadette's, 1005 Wilbon Road, Fuquay Varina.  Our next 
meeting and Christmas Gala will be held December 12th.  This 
will include a luncheon at $7.00 per person and live 
entertainment.  We hope you will join us.  We have great 
speakers each month and our Program Director, Nancy Esmond, 
plans great activities and trips for those who wish to participate.  
For further information you may contact Jack Stabile at 919-
552-1789 or Ethel Lloyd at 919-325-9180. 
 
The Annual Candle Light Memorial Service, for all children 
who have died, will be held Sun, Dec. 9th.  Please come to Our 
Savior Lutheran Church, 1500 Glenwood Ave, Raleigh by 
6:30pm and bring a self-standing framed picture of your child, 
your votive candle holder and a goodie.  New members will 
receive a votive candle holder.  Candles will be provided for 
everyone.  We will start our service promptly at 7pm in order to 
coincide with worldwide lighting of candles around the globe.  It 
has been our tradition that families bring a small dish of their 
beloved child’s favorite finger food or dessert for some 
fellowship following the memorial service.  If you can’t make it 
to the Service, please light your own candle at home at 7pm in 
remembrance of our beloved children. 
  
Deepen your commitment of married love in the New Year! 
Natural Family Planning will be taught at Our Lady of 
Lourdes in Raleigh by the Couple to Couple League as a series 
of 3 classes beginning on Sun, Jan 27th from 2-5pm.  For info 
please call The Thelen’s at 786-1205, jthelen@nc.rr.com or The 
Sedito’s at 469-4226, sedito@bellsouth.net.  More info at 
www.ccli.org 
 
 
 

Students interested in attending Cardinal Gibbons High School 
must take the placement exam at Cardinal Gibbons.  For 
students who did not test in December the final testing date is 
January 5th.   Please go to www.cghsnc.org 
Admissions/Application process to register and complete the 
application process.  If you have any further questions, please 
call Mrs. Marianne McCarty at 834-1625 ext. 209.   
 
Catholic New Year’s Eve Retreat – Dec. 29th – Jan 1st, 2008 – 
Want to bring in 2008 in a very special way?  This weekend of 
Christ centered activities, prayer and fun is open to individuals 
and families.  Fr. Rich Kuhn, SM will be available for 
reconciliation and spiritual direction.  Special meals and crowd 
pleasing mystery New Year’s Eve Dinner are planned.  Rates 
include private bed/bath, 8 meals & materials: $110 ages 8 and 
older, $75 ages 2-7 and free for children under 2.  Christian 
Family Living Center, Topsail Island, NC 910-328-1584. 
 
Washington March for Life - It's not too late to reserve your 
spot on the bus heading to Washington, DC for the March for 
Life on Tues, Jan. 22, 2008.  The Raleigh Respect Group is 
reserving buses for this year's march. The cost of the trip is $45 
for all seats. All bus seats must be paid for by Jan. 16.  Make 
your reservation through email address: blk4jmj@juno.com.  If 
you have any questions, please call Kathy Klein at 815-1369 or 
Bob Klein at 815-3237. 
 
Diocesan news and events – Sign up for the Diocesan E-
Newsletter at www.dioceseofraleigh.org. You can also sign up 
for reminders on Bishop Michael F. Burbidge’s weekly Gospel 
Meditations in written, video and pod-cast formats.   
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Reverence Corner 
Bless yourself with Holy Water upon entering the Church.  
Holy Water is a sacramental and religious tradition used to 
bless oneself.  Its use is a reminder of our Baptism and a 
gesture of purifying oneself before approaching the presence 
of God. 

Pledge Payment Shortfall 
Likely Pledge Shortfall:                           $602,000 
Blue Envelope:                   $123,119 
BAA/Offertory Overages:  $213,566 
Balance:                          $265,315 



 
 

 

 
 

 


