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Ascension of
The Lord

May 4, 2008

THE PASTOR’S PARAGRAPHS

My Dear Friends,

This weekend we celebrate the First Communion of another group of
our children. We rejoice with them and we welcome their relatives
and friends who have come to join them on this happy day. We also
thank the parents and Faith Formation teachers of these children; they
have also been a part of the preparation for today.

Mass Today
Page 91
Gathering
Sing of the Lord’s
Goodness - 571
Psalm 47
God Mounts His Throne
Preparation
I Know that My
Redeemer Lives -686
Communion
We Are Called - 591
I Am the Bread of Life-338
By the Waking of Our
Hearts — 457
Sending Forth
Go Make a Difference - 516

Offertory Helpers
Primary election day is Tuesday of this week. We in North Carolina First Communicants

have an opportunity to participate in the national process this time -

something that we did not expect some months back. Our bishops
have provided helpful information for us on this website: faithfulcitizenship.org. There are also some
printed brochures on the table in the lobby.

Peace and prayers - Father Donald Staib

Mass Intentions for the Week
May 4 — 10:45am - Lorraine Decker — Given by Ron & Margaret Yadusky
May 8 - 8:15am — Christa Rhodes & Marcy Williams — Given by Alex Stotka
May 10 - 5pm — Genevieve Rocca — Given by Bob & Ann Cadran

Weekend Masses:

Sat. 5:00 PM,

Sun. 9:00 AM, 10:45AM
Weekday Masses:

Monday through Friday — 8:15AM
Reconciliation:

After Daily Mass or Call Pastor
Baptisms:

Call the Pastor
Mass Intentions/Mass Cards

Call the Parish Office

PARISH DATES

May
3 — First Communion — 5pm Mass
4 — First Communion — 9am & 10:45am Masses
4 — Newcomers’ Dinner — 5pm — Cafeteria
4/6/7 — Last Sessions for all Religious Education Classes
5 — RCIA Session — “The Cost of Discipleship” — 7:30pm — Adult Room
12 — RCIA Session — “Four Last Things” — Potluck Supper — 7:30pm — Adult Room

13 — Parish Council Meeting — 7pm — Adult Room

17 — Monarchs In Motion 5K Walk/Run — 8am — StMM Upper Parking Lot
18 — 2" Collection — Catholic Communications

22 — StMM Golf Classic — Crooked Creek Country Club

June
8 — 2" Collection — Black & Native American

Pastor — Father Donald Staib, 1708 Town Home Drive,
>> Apex 27502; home 387-3648, donfs22@aol.com

10 - Parish Council Meeting — 7pm — Adult Room
Parish Deacons — Joseph LaPierre, 447-2778, jlapierre@nc.rr.com
Contacts John Hubisz, 362-5782, hubisz@mindspring.com
School Principal - Bob Cadran, 657-4800 ext. 251, Cadran@stmm.net
Religious Education Director — Celeste Usischon, 657-4800 ext. 306, Usischon@stmm.net
Parish Office — Kathy Lynch, 657-4800 ext. 304, lynch@stmm.net
(Ministry volunteer contact information and the weekly bulletin may be found on our website, www.stmm.net, or in the lobby)




< Catechetical Corner >

Catechist Appreciation Brunch is today, Sunday May 4", in
the cafeteria from 1:15-2:30pm.

Youth Convention '08 — Any teen already registered for this
year’s Youth Convention 08, we are meeting on Wednesday,
May 8th at 7p in the Education Building to finish up the banner
started last Wednesday and to distribute pertinent information
about the Convention experience .If you can’t attend then the
information will be mailed to your home.

First Communion Banners — will remain in the lobby for the
next two weekends. The weekends of May 11" & May 18" you
will be able to pick up your child’s banner in Adult Room across
from the Chapel on the main floor entrance. After May 18",
please contact Celeste for banner pick up.

Parents/Guardians Grades PreK-1 & 3-12 —Our last class
sessions for the year are the week of May 4"

Program Re-Registration ’08-’09 — Forms will be mailed
home in early June.

New Family Program Registration —Forms will be made
available in June. Registration will run throughout the summer
months.

VBS ’08 Power Lab: Discovering God’s Miraculous Powers —
Registration is open. Forms can be found in the lobbies of both
buildings.

Direct all questions to Celeste at Usischon@stmm.net

< Today’s Announcements >

Commemorative Engraved Bricks for our brick walkway cost
$100 and is a great way to honor a loved one, living or deceased,
or to celebrate a special occasion like First Communion,
Anniversary or Graduation. We need 25 bricks to place an
engraving order and the deadline is June 9. Brick order forms
are in the lobby or on the church website, www.stmm.net.
Questions, contact the church office at 657-4800 ext. 305.

Registration is now open for the 1t Annual Monarchs in
Motion 5K Walk/Run on May 17" at 8am rain or shine!! WE
NEED YOU TO REGISTER as we are in danger of not having
enough participants to warrant the Apex Police Dept’s
participation in this event. There are two ways to register:
Active.com online registration - The link can be found on the
StMM.net home page or Manual registration — forms can be
found in the Activity Building lobby or on the website and
dropped off in the school office. Volunteer opportunities are
now posted in the Activity Building lobby. We are still seeking
corporate sponsorship. Questions email
mike5Kgrace@gmail.com.

JustFaith — Do you find yourself wondering what the world
looks like today and why? Or how to live your faith in today’s
complex world? Living our faith with today’s challenges takes
reflection, study prayer and community. All of these are offered
in the JustFaith program, which is an intensive thirty-week
program that helps to answer these questions. Consider joining
a group that starts this September. For more information,
contact Paul Kristoff at JustFaith@kristoffs.com, 249-5629.

Carolina Catholic Summer Camps at StMM offer campers a
wide variety of activities and experiences in a safe and
stimulating environment. Theme Camps like Under the Big Top
& Art Explosion, Medieval Times, Wild, Wild West and Around
the World allow campers the opportunity to combine physical
activities with learning experiences. Sport Camps include
soccer, basketball, baseball, “All-Sports, cheerleading and
volleyball. Educational Programs like digital photography &
lights-camera-action and many more. Little Wonders & All
Sports Wonder Camps for Pre-K (3-5 Year olds). See our
website at www.CarolinaCAA.org or e-mail areese@stmm.net.

Monarch Money is a fundraising program that allows you to
raise revenue for StMM through purchases you would make
anyway. With over 800 retailers to choose from, you can
purchase gift certificates for everyday expenses like food, gas,
clothing and other essential items. Families that use these gift
cards in place of cash will raise money for StMM’s debt
reduction without spending an additional penny! Monarch
Money info, enrollment forms and waiver forms can be found
next to the Monarch Money drop box in the lobby. Questions
email the coordinators directly at
www.monarchmoney@stmm.net.

Are you a mother of a preschooler? Do you desire to be the best
mom you can be? MOPS is a ministry designed specifically for
Mothers of Preschoolers. MOPS is about celebrating
motherhood, meeting needs, making connections, and
experiencing God’s love through relationships and resources. If
you would like more information about MOPS, Vvisit
www.mops.org. If you are interested in starting a MOPS group
at St. Mary Magdalene, please e-mail Holly Almond at m-h-
almond@earthlink.net by May 7"". A commitment of 12 women
is requested to charter. Our group would meet in the evenings at
StMM twice month.

< School News >

Can you play Chess? The StMM Chess Club is looking for
people with knowledge of the great game of Chess to help out
with their Chess Club. Please contact Jenny Kosnik at 363-
7143, jesnk@nc.rr.com if you are interested in spending a small
amount of time during the school year with some pretty
impressive players!

The 9" Annual STMM Golf Classic will be held on May 22"
at Crooked Creek Golf Club. The Golf Committee will be
selling raffle tickets after all weekend masses. All proceeds go
towards the maintenance of the school and parish playgrounds.
The baskets are titled as follows; School Spirit (includes $500
tuition discount), Make Reservations (over $400 in restaurant
gift certificates), Family Fun (includes (4) 1-day hopper passes
to Walt Disney World), Pretty In Pink (all things girly), and
Pamper Me (includes spa treatments, massage, 6 free meals at
Dinner Savvy, and products). Registration for golf is also
available. Sign up before May 1% and save $25. Any questions
please contact Gina Jiampetti Stewart at 303-2222 or
goldstewy@bellsouth.net or Nancy Donovin at 372-9541 or
ndonovin@nc.rr.com.




< News From Other Organizations >

Cardinal Gibbons High School production of the hilarious
musical comedy Nunsense will be presented in the CGHS
Theatre on May 3" at 7:30pm and May 4™ at 2pm. Al tickets
are $5 and a portion of the ticket sales will be donated to
Raleigh Council of Religious.

Spring Gathering for Families with Special Needs Children
will meet at St. Andrews Sat, May 17 3-5pm in the church
fellowship hall. Families from area parishes who have children
with special needs of all ages are welcome to attend. We will
have light refreshments, games and craft activities for the
children.  We meet quarterly to help families become
acquainted, to discuss ides for growing this new ministry, and to
foster an environment of faith, fellowship and fun for the
children. Please RSVP the number of adults/children attending
along with request for any special accommodations by Wed,
May 14 to Katie McDermott, 362-4078, ktmcd@nc.rr.com. For
more info on this new ministry, visit
http://www.saintandrew.org/html/org_special _needs.html.

St. Thomas More Academy, one of the top 50 Catholic high
schools in the country, invites interested parents and students to
an open house tour and reception on Sun, May 18" from 2-4pm
at 3109 Spring Forest Road, Raleigh. For more info, visit
www.stmacademy.org or call 878-7640, ext. 302.

If you are suffering from an abortion, experience the love of
Jesus Christ at a Project Rachel Weekend Retreat May 16-18.
The weekend retreat, for both women and men will combine
discussions, spiritual exercises, the sacrament of reconciliation,
a Memorial Service and a Mass of the Resurrection. For more
info or to register, contact projectrachel@nc.rr.com, 852-1021.
Registration deadline is May 8™.

Married & Engaged Couples — Natural Family Planning —
What is the “Theology of the Body?” Has anyone ever explained
why the Catholic Church exclusively promotes Natural Family
Planning? Learn about your faith while discovering a system of
fertility awareness that is 99% effective, safe, healthy and
morally acceptable. Course starts on Sun, May 18" from 2-5pm
at Our Lady of Lourdes in Raleigh. Fee $135 (financial
assistance available for hardship). Register by calling Jeanne &
Tim at 786-1205 or Teri & Sal at 469-4226.

Affordable Oceanfront Family Retreats — Catholic retreats on
quiet Topsail Island, NC are a unique opportunity to create new
family memories. Themes of Communication, Affirmation and
Commitment are complemented with Christ-centered activities,
playful recreation and community time for all ages. Children
benefit from creative age-appropriate peer activities and pre-
teens & teens make fast friends in discussion groups and socials.
All inclusive 5 nights/6 days with family bedroom & private
bath, 15 home cooked meals, program materials and quality
staff. $240 for ages 8 and older, $100 for ages 2-7. Under age 2
are free. The family maximum is $1,050. Please call 919-328-
1584 for more information.

Medjugorje Pilgrimage with Wayne Weible — Nov. 2-10,
2008. Contact Judy Fillback at 481-1936,
fillbacks@mindspring.com for information and reservation for

Needy Families — Clothing for men, women & children, all
sizes, bedroom sets & additional bed, living room set, kitchen
dishes, pots & pans and silverware. Contact Roger Guay at 362-
8224,

Volunteers Needed — Do you have experience in sales,
marketing, event planning, fundraising, auctions, grant-writing,
audio-visual, logistics? If you do and you have a heart for
supporting life at its earliest stages, we need you. The 2008
Benefit for Life Planning Committee is seeking volunteers to
help with our charity gala on Fri, Oct. 3. You will not have to
attend planning meetings unless you want to. You will be
assigned a committee chairperson and report your activities to
that person. To volunteer or ask questions, please contact Deb
Oronzio at 280-5228, 2007bfl@gmail.com.

< Diocesan News & Events >

Diocesan news and events — Stay up to date with news and
information on major events in the Diocese by visiting the
Diocesan web site at www.dioceseofraleigh.org. Regular
postings include news stories, a weekly Gospel reflection by
Bishop Burbidge in video and text formats, and a Diocesan
calendar of upcoming events.

Reverence Corner
Bring your whole family to Mass with you and encourage
them to participate in the celebration and learn its meaning.

Pledge Payment Shortfall

Likely Pledge Shortfall: $602,000

Blue Envelope: $187,790

BAA/Offertory Overages: $229,523

Balance: $184,687
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