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THE PASTOR’S PARAGRAPHS

My Dear Friends,

This weekend we will watch the video prepared by Bishop Michael Burbidge
for this year's Bishop's Annual Appeal. The Appeal provides funds for many
needy programs within our Diocese. One of the largest expenditures, as
parents of college students might guess, is to provide funds for the education
of seminarians.

Mass Today
Page 33
Gathering
All Are Welcome - 402
Psalm 40
Here | Am, O Lord
Preparation
Here | am Lord - 378
Communion
I Will Choose Christ — 530
Taste and See — 341
Come to the Lord - 339
Sending Forth
All the Ends of the
Earth - 568
Offertory Helpers
Third and Fourth Grade

In past years St. Mary Magdalene has always pledged more than our parish goal, a record for which | am yearly
grateful. You make my part of the Appeal quite easy. | encourage you to send in your pledge as soon as you can.
This past week a mailing was made to you, and today blank forms will be available. Our parish goal this year is

$102,265.

January is a month of transition for members of our Parish Council. | am very grateful for the service of those who are
retiring: Bob Bleggi, Joanne Martin, Tom Berry, Steve Enck. They have been most helpful to me and to the parish

during their terms of service.

The new members will be: Susan Grant, Karen Smith, Sarah Egan Warren, Michael Wangen, and Dan Westberg.
Many thanks to them for offering their time and talent to our parish. May we all together find ways to be of greater

service to our parish members and to our community.

Peace and Prayers — Father Donald Staib

PARISH DATES

January

21 — RCIA Session — “Jesus” — 7:30pm — Adult Room

23 — Parish Council Meeting — 7pm — Adult Room

22 — Safe Environment Training — 7pm — Room 201, Education Bldg.

27 — Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast — After 9am & 10:45am masses -
Cafeteria

27 — KofC Free Throw Championship — 12:15pm - Gym

27 — Confirmation *08 Session #1 — 5:30pm-7:45pm — Gym/Media Center

28 — RCIA Session — “Eucharist: Meal, Presence, & Sacrifice — 7:30pm —

Weekend Masses:

Sat. 5:00 PM,

Sun. 9:00 AM, 10:45AM
Weekday Masses:

Monday through Friday — 8:15AM
Reconciliation:

After Daily Mass or Call Pastor
Baptisms:

Call the Pastor
Mass Intentions/Mass Cards

Call the Parish Office

Adult Room
Pastor — Father Donald Staib, 1708 Town Home Drive,
Parish Apex 27502; home 387-3648, donfs22@aol.com
Contacts Deacons - Joseph LaPierre, 447-2778, jlapierre@nc.rr.com
John Hubisz, 362-5782, hubisz@mindspring.com

School Principal - Bob Cadran, 657-4800 ext. 251, Cadran@stmm.net
Religious Education Director - Celeste Usischon, 657-4800 ext. 306, Usischon@stmm.net

Parish Office — Kathy Lynch, 657-4800 ext. 304, lynch@stmm.net

(Ministry volunteer contact information and the weekly bulletin may be found on our website, www.stmm.net, or in the lobby)




< Catechetical Corner >

Sunday Parents Grades Pre-K — 12 — There are no class
sessions today, 1/20 due the MLK, Jr holiday weekend.

Grades 9-12 Donut Sale ($5/box) today after the morning
masses. All proceeds will help defray the teens’ cost to the
Annual Diocesan May Youth Convention in Greenville, NC.
Many thanks in advance for supporting this worthy cause.

Mark Your Calendars! — The high school youth ministry
students will be leading a Lenten Stations of the Cross prayer
service at 7pm in the Gym on February 15" and March 14™. The
prayer will contemporary in nature designed for children and
adults alike. Please make plans to attend either or both.

Confirmation ‘08/Grades 9 — 12 - If you are already registered
in our Sunday evening class sessions there is no reason to re-
register for Confirmation. You are automatically on the roster.
Students who are StMM parishioners and attend a local area
Catholic high school are required to register for Confirmation
preparation. Forms may be found in the glass cubby area in the
lower lobby of the Activity Building.

Session #1 is set for Sun, Jan. 27" from 5:30p-7:45p. The
required parent meeting on January 27th will be held in the
Media Center of the Education Building from 5:30p-7:45p.

VBS ’08 — Power Lab: Discovering Jesus’ Miraculous Power is
set for June 16-20...save the date and watch the bulletin for
future details.

Direct all questions to Celeste at Usischon@stmm.net

< Today’s Announcements >

Catholic Sponsors are needed for the current RCIA Program.
You will be paired with someone who is exploring joining the
Catholic Church. The class meets Monday evenings and Sunday
mornings (with occasional special events) from now until
Pentecost. Please contact Ronda Watts, 387-7818,
rwatts@nc.rr.com if you would like to find out more about the
program. Thank you for considering this special opportunity to
learn more about our faith while accompanying another on their
journey into the Church.

Safe Environment Training will be held on Tues, Jan. 22" at
7pm in room 201. All parents who wish to volunteer at school
(including field trips) must attend a training session. This
session will last approximately 2 hours and is for adults only as
the presentation is not appropriate for children. Please RSVP by
Jan. 21% to Cammy Agraz at agraz@stmm.net. If you have
already participated in a training session you do not need to
attend.

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser by Troop 224 will be after both
Sunday masses on Jan. 27™. We had so much fun last time we
want to do it again! Please come for fellowship and support
your Boy Scout Troop. All proceeds support scouting activities.
Children $3, Adults $5, Family $15. Pancakes, sausage &
beverage included.

Men’s Pick-up Basketball is open to all parishioners on
Sunday Evenings from 8-9:30pm in the gym. Please join us for
some friendly competition and get to know some of you fellow
parishioners. If you have any questions, contact Dave Perez at
dave.perez@kinetics.net.

KofC to sponsor Youth Free Throw Championship — All
boys and girls ages 10-14 are invited to participate in the local
level competition on Sun, Jan. 27" at 12:15pm in the gym. All
contestants on the local level are recognized for their
participation in the event. Participants are required to furnish
proof of age and written parental consent. For entry forms or
additional information contact Bob Bleggi, 302-4480,
rfbleggi@aol.com

The Souper Bowl of Caring is coming to StMM! The
SOUPER BOWL is being held on Super Bowl weekend (Feb.2-
3). It is our opportunity to help stock the Western Wake Crisis
Ministry food shelves during the very busy winter season.
Volunteers will collect monetary donations or cans of soup from
parishioners after every Mass. Please join the team by
participating in our SOUPER BOWL game!

The StMM Nursery Co-Op is open for children who are
walking through age 4. To try the nursery, you may simply bring
your child to the Pre-school classrooms during 9am & 10:45am
mass! If you decide you would like to join the nursery, we ask
that you volunteer to work in the nursery once every 4-6 weeks.
For more information, contact Laura Aiken, 629-2626,
stmmnursery@yahoo.com

Carolina Catholic Parish Athletics (CarolinaCAA.org;
areese@stmm.net) Spring Soccer — Grades Pre-K to 6", Dates
March — May, 2008; Locations: Cary/Apex; Cost $55. Spring
Baseball — Grades Pre-K to 3" Dates April-June, 2008;
Location: Apex; Cost $55. Pre-K and Kindergarten play T-ball
and 1% and 3™ play machine pitch. Soccer Developmental
Program — Ages 8-11; Dates March — June, 2008; Locations:
Practices — Apex, Games — Triangle Area. Cost: Please visit
website.

Come see America’s favorite orphan in the CGHS Drama
Dept. production of “Annie”! The show will be in the Cardinal
Gibbons Theatre on Feb. 8, 9, 14, 15 & 16 at 7:30pm and Feb.
10" at 2pm. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the door.
Victoria Callus, a StMM parishioner, will be performing.

< School News >

Are you interested in enrolling your child at St. Mary
Magdalene School? New student enrollment is in full swing
for the 2008-2009 school year. Applications can be picked up in
the school office or by accessing our website at www.stmm.net
and downloading a copy from our admissions page. Completed
applications and Parent Ministry Forms must be submitted to the
school office by Friday, Feb. 1%, StMM will host an Open
House for all interested applicants on Wed, Jan. 16" at 7pm in
the school library.  School tours are also available by
appointment on Friday mornings between 9am-11am and can be
scheduled by contacting the front office at 657-4800.

Time to get your clubs dusted off! The 9" Annual StMM Golf
Tournament is gearing up and the committee needs volunteers.
No experience necessary. If you are interested in helping,
contact Gina Jiampetti Stewart at 303-2222,
goldstewy@bellsouth.net or Nancy Donovin at 372-9541,
ndonovin@nc.rr.com. Our first organizational meeting will be
Jan. 27" at 10am in the Adult Room of the Activity Building.

Buy One Get One Free Carolina Hurricane Tickets for the
following games: Feb. 21 vs. Atlanta Thrashers & Feb. 28" vs.
NY Rangers. For more info, please contact school parent,
Kelley Simpson at Kelleysimpson@nc.rr.com.



< News From Other Organizations >

CPO Needs Volunteers — Catholic Parish Outreach is the
largest food pantry in our community. In 2007 they provided
687 tons of groceries to an average of 4,540 people a month.
This is a 94% increase over the past 5 years! If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact Bea & Marty Traube at
846-0602, thetraubes@portbridge.com. You can find more at
our website: www.cporaleigh.org.

100™ Week of Prayer Ecumenical Service — St. Andrew
Catholic Church will host a Week of Prayer Ecumenical Service
on Thurs, Jan. 24™ at 7pm. All local churches are invited to join
us for a Christian service celebrating our mutual faith in music
and prayer. This event will also begin St. Andrew’s celebration
of its 25" anniversary. Music by choirs from St. Andrew and
Apex First Baptist Church. A light reception will follow the
service. For more info, contact the church office at 362-0414.

The New Year is a perfect time to grow closer as a couple in
prayer, renewal and spiritual study. Attend CCL’s 3 classes on
Natural Family Planning beginning on Sun, Jan. 27" from 2-
5pm at Our Lady of Lourdes parish in Raleigh. For info &
registration, please call The Thelen’s at 786-1205,
jthelen@nc.rr.com  or  The  Sedito’s at  469-4226,
sedito@bellsouth.net. More info at www.ccli.org

Women’s Communion Breakfast at St. Michael’s in Cary on
Sat, Feb. 9". Mass at 8:30am with breakfast to follow from
9:30-11am in the Parish Center. The guest speaker will be
Barbara Pegg, associate campus minister for the Newman
Center at UNC Chapel Hill. Tickets go on sale on Tues, Jan.
22" Contact 468-6100 for more info or tickets.

Project Rachel Support Group assists women and men who
have been wounded by abortion find truth and healing. There is
a support group beginning in the Triangle area inearly
February. If you have experienced abortion and would like
more information about the support group contact Project
Rachel at  852-1021, projectrachel@nc.rr.com. For more info
go to http://projectrachelnc.org. Calls and appointments are kept
strictly confidential.

Married Couples — Its New Year’s Resolution Time - Resolve
to make your good marriage even better! It can happen on a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. Millions of couples
all over the world have discovered a new relationship with their
spouse after attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
weekend. The weekends are for couples with good marriages
who are resolved to make them even better! Sign up soon so you
can renew your love for one another. For more info visit our
website at www.wwme-nc.info.

Fundraiser for the Women’s Center of Raleigh — The Wacky
Ball will be held at the North Raleigh Hilton on Feb. 9" at
6:30pm. There will be food, drink, live band and dancing.
There will be 20-25 bachelors of all ages for auction along with
a silent auction. Tickets are $40 in advance and $60 at the door.
All net proceeds go directly to the Women’s Center. We are
still looking for sponsors and silent auction items. For more
details call Terry at 637-1392, terry@butterflylife.com.

< Diocesan News >

Diocese of Raleigh is searching for a Director of Stewardship
& Institutional Advancement, with responsibilities for the
Bishop’s Annual Appeal, planned giving, grants, major gift
cultivation and solicitation, parish capital campaign assistance,
and parish stewardship initiatives. A full description of the
position can be found on the Diocesan website
www.dioceseofraleigh.org/offices/hr/employment.aspx.

As we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan by John, we
look back to our own baptism, when we were brought into the
saving Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus. At our
Baptism, we received a commission to live out our faith in the
world.  During this past week’s celebration of National
Vocation Awareness Week, we recommit to following Jesus,
we pray for the guidance to find where he is truly calling us, and
pray for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious
life. True joy comes in finding the path that God has laid out for
you; let us all renew that call of discipleship received at baptism.

Diocesan news and events — Sign up for the Diocesan E-
Newsletter at www.dioceseofraleigh.org. You can also sign up
for reminders on Bishop Michael F. Burbidge’s weekly Gospel
Meditations in written, video and pod-cast formats.

Reverence Corner
Keep your voice low when greeting one another in Church.
Nurturing the family community of St. Mary Magdalene is
important. However, we must be mindful of the presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist as well as being considerate of others
who are praying.

Pledge Payment Shortfall
Likely Pledge Shortfall: $602,000
Blue Envelope: $137,112
BAA/Offertory Overages: $213,566
Balance: $251,322

“And this petition requests changing 'sinner’
to 'person who is morally challenged.” "






