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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Sept 2nd  7:00 pm  Officer’s Meeting, St. Mary Magdalene, Adult Rm in New Bldg. 
7:30 pm  Business Meeting, St. Mary Magdalene, Adult Rm in New Bldg. 

     VOTE ON BUDGET 
Sept 3rd 6:00 pm  Monthly Chair Setup for Sunday Mass 
Sept 3rd 6:30-7:30 pm Hour of Adoration in Chapel of New Bldg. 
Sept 11th  9:00 am  Annual  "Fun Run/Walk for Life".  NCSU Centennial Campus 
Sept 18th 5:00 pm               Usher Opportunity at Mass 
Sept 18th 8:00 am  Habitat for Humanity, Site TBA 
Sept 19th 4:00 pm  Dedication of New Building 
Sept 23rd – 26th  LAMB Collection Weekend 
Sept 30th – Oct 3rd  LAMB Collection Weekend 
Oct 1st 6:00 pm  Monthly Chair Setup for Sunday Mass 
Oct 1st 6:30-7:30 pm Hour of Adoration in Chapel of New Bldg. 
Oct 7th  7:00 pm  Officer’s Meeting, St. Mary Magdalene, Adult Rm in New Bldg. 
Oct 7th  7:30 pm  Business Meeting, St. Mary Magdalene, Adult Rm in New Bldg. 
Oct 16th 8:00 am  Habitat for Humanity, Site TBA 
Oct 17th 9:00 am   Usher Opportunity at Mass 
 

SEE PROPOSED BUDGET INFORMATION OF THE LAST 2 PAGES OF THIS NEWSLETTER. 
 

Grand Knight's Message  
By Lee Wishon,  Grand Knight 

 
Brothers, 
I hope this newsletter finds you well.  It has been a somewhat slow summer with respect to Knights activities.  It is 
typical to slow down in the summer due to family vacations.  It also gives the new contingent of officers and directors 
a chance to get their feet on the ground and plan for the upcoming year.  In taking advantage of this time I feel we 
have come up with some exciting activities to make this year a success.  Now I ask you all to lend your thoughts, 
planning and time to ensure that we are able to contribute within the Church, Community and School at St. Mary 
Magdalene.  Each month we publish a brief timeline of upcoming events over the next 60 days.  Please take a look 
and see where you may be able to commit to helping. 
 
We will be having a very important fund raising effort at the end of September and beginning of October known as 
OpLamb.  If you are unfamiliar, LAMB stands for Least Among My Brethren.  We will be asking for corporate 
donations from businesses within our community, as well as, from individuals in front of Apex businesses.  The 
money collected will be given to assist Mentally Retarded Children locally and statewide.  This annual event raised 
$839,500 in North Carolina last year, of which our council raised $3,900.  This is certainly something to be proud of, 
but I would like to see us do better.  Please help make this happen! 
 
I look forward to seeing you at our next business meeting this Thursday, Sept. 2nd. 
 
Respectfully, 
Lee Wishon 
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Meet two of our new officers 
 

 
 

Deputy Grand Knight 
Bob Konkel 

 
 

Treasurer 
Paul Mastropolo 

 
 

The Eucharist and Pro-Choice Catholic Politicians 
by Father Stephen L. Collins 
(Note: Father Steven Collins is a retired priest (he retired in December 2001) who currently lives in Northern Virginia.  He graciously forwards 
these articles to a couple of Councils where Knights he knows are members.  Father Steve last served as the Pastor for three churches just outside 
of Punxsutawney, PA, where the furry rodent predicts the weather the weather each February 2nd.  Before that he served as an Associate Priest at 
St William of York in Stafford, VA. Thanks, Father Steve!!) 
 
Part of the spiritual life is to draw closer to Christ and to know Him as intimately as we would know a very good 
and reliable friend.  We can let down our facades, talk about our demons and always know that the friend (Jesus) 
will be there in good times and in bad.  When we read or hear about Catholic politicians who are pro-choice and 
claim fidelity to the Church, I just shake my head in disbelief that anyone with any intellect could make such a 
claim.  This unusual breed of politician has come face to face with Christ and has not been able to recognize Him 
much less know Him in prayer or in the Holy Eucharist.  Those who espouse the pro-choice mantra of “abortion 
rights for women” just do not get it.  They play directly into the hands of Satan who is real but has as many faces as 
there are stars in the sky.  Satan wins a battle each time he is able to convince followers of Christ to deny a reality of 
Christ.  Pro-choice people deny the reality that Christ is the Lord of Life.  They become heretics. 
A heretic is a person who does not accept any one or more doctrines of a religion.  A Catholic heretic would be a 
person who denies, publically, one or more of the many tenets of faith Christ gave to His Church through the 
Apostolic and Scriptural traditions.  Catholics learn these doctrines early in life and are suppose to internalize them.  
As Catholic men and women grow physically and mentally, they are expected by God and the Church to grow 
spiritually in order to be “well-rounded”.  A saintly person is a “well-rounded” man or woman.  To espouse the pro-
choice mantra is to be diametrically opposed to saintliness..  Heretics have excommunicated themselves from the 
Church through their belief in abortion.  Why?  Because abortion is the intended murder of an unborn child.  
Therefore, Catholic politicians who have taken a public stance in favor of abortion, or who hide behind the  pro-
choice mantra are heretics and may not receive Holy Communion.  The truth is what it is.  Sometimes it definitely 
rubs salt on wounded and erroneous theologies.  At other times it can be the salve that heals and brings an 
opportunity for a sinner to repent and once again participate in the sacramental life of the Church. 
But truth speaks to abortion and its supporters and states that such an act is a heinous crime against innocent 
humanity.  Because of the Supreme Court, such a heinous action  will not be punished in this life because it is legal.  
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It will be dealt with in the next.  For God will deal with those who believed themselves gods and He will have the 
final say. 
The pro-choice Catholic politician protests that he or she is personally opposed to the slaughter of the unborn, but 
must abide by the law of the land. The Church states that any law that stands against the law of God must not be 
obeyed.  Then the cowardly politician will cry out: 
“freedom of conscience....freedom of conscience”.  “I have a right to form my conscience the way I want to!”  Au 
contraire, you foolish man.  Free will enables you to form your own conscience.  This is true, BUT, the Church 
proceeds to tell us that our consciences must be rightly formed through prayer, the study of Sacred Scripture and 
knowing the moral law of God. 
No where does it state in the Catholic Church or any Christian tradition that abortion is permissible.  Nor does it 
state anywhere that a rightly formed conscience would choose to do other than what is right and proper according to 
the moral law. Conscience is not the judge of what is right and wrong. Conscience is the act by which a person 
applies a moral principle to his own action.  Therefore, a right conscience is in accord with God’s will and His 
divine law. 

The Holy Eucharist has become a political issue this year because we are in the last months of a presidential campaign.  
Some bishops have already alerted Catholic politicians that if they are pro-choice and publically state this, they will be 
refused Holy Communion at Mass.  Many other shepherds of the Church have decided not to go this route, but to either 
ignore the problem or approach the issue through friendly chit-chats between the pro-choice politician and his/her 
bishop. But what happens to the politician who attends  the “chit-chat” with the bishop and has not changed his mind 
and heart?  More chit-chat?  It takes an hour to move a minute 60 times! 
Abortion is not a single issue.  Pro life people are accused of being   “Single-issue” voters.  Au contraire!  Life is the 
only issue because without it, no other issue has meaning.  Why talk about the economy, or defense, or health issues or 
environmental concerns, when there is no one to receive the benefits?  Life must come first.  Then we can sit down at 
the table and talk about the pressing  issues of the day. 
To whom shall we go this November? 
 

COMPLETED, ONGOING, AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 
Installation Mass and Awards Dinner 
The Installation Mass and Awards Dinner was held on  July 17th , following the 5 o’clock mass.  Many brothers and 
families attended and enjoyed salad and pizza.  Thanks to all who attended and congratulations to all for a very good 
year. 
 
New Kitchen Purchases  
The Knights have donated $1000 over two years as the Council’s contribution(s), voted on at the June  business 
meeting., to help with the purchase of equipment for the new kitchen.  We have been, and hopefully will continue to be, 
users of that facility from time to time and would like contribute.  We were waiting to see where our finances find us at 
the end of the fraternal year (1 Jul-30 Jun) before stepping forward 
  
Chair Ministry - Kevin and Deb Conroy 
The next KofC chair setup for weekend Mass is scheduled for Friday night, Sept 3rd at 6:00pm If we have 10-12 people 
show up it takes under 30 minutes to get it done. The Knights of Columbus have volunteered to set the chairs up the 
first Friday of every month starting at 6pm and usually finish up by 6:30pm.  Bob Reardon looks forward to the 
evenings we set up chairs because we get it done quickly and correctly! 
The dates for the next three setups are on  9/03/04, 10/01/04 & 11/05/04.  Please mark these dates on your calendar and 
let me know what dates you can make it by emailing me at: ked.conroy@mindspring.com. 
 
Church 
Assistance is needed at the Dedication Ceremony of the New Building on September 19th at 4 o’clock.  Please let me 
know of your availability. 
 
We are participating in the First Friday hour of Adoration.  This hour of devotion begins again September 3rd.  All 
Knights are invited to share in devotion at the chapel from 6:30-7:30pm.  As a result of overlapping schedules with 
other groups we are able to offer silent devotion during the first half-hour and family devotion, including children 
reading and rosary reciting, during the second half-hour. 
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 Membership – Jim Rupp, Membership Director 
The 1st of our two membership blitzes will be coming up in October.  Many of you are brothers as a result of previous 
blitzes.  I ask each of you to reflect on what it was that appealed to you in becoming a Knight and be available during 
the blitz to convey that to other Catholic men not yet in our fraternity. 
 
Blood Drive Thanks! – Dianne Snyder 
Mark your calendar for the remaining blood drives this year on:  November 13.  If you would like to help out with any 
of them in any capacity, please call Dianne or Mike.    
 
Pro-Life Corner – Wally Willard  
The 10th Annual "Run for Life" will be held on Saturday, September 11, 2004.  The 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk starts at 
8:30am and the 5K Run/Walk starts at 9:00am.  The event will be on the North Carolina State University Centennial 
Campus, Engineering Graduate Research Center.  There will be signs directing you through the campus from Avent 
Ferry Rd.  The proceeds will benefit "The Orchard House" an organization that assists in saving the lives of unborn 
babies.  Other activities include a Moon Bounce, Stormie of the Carolina Hurricanes, Clowns and Music.  For 
additional information and On-Line Registration log into:  www.theorchardhouse.org.  On-Site Registration on race day 
will start at 6:45 AM and close at 8:00 PM.  Thanks for your support and plan to see you there.       
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Knight of the Month for Aug – Lee Wishon, GK 
Thanks to Steve Loeschorn for his continued efforts on the council web site.  If you have not seen it lately, please 
take a look.  Steve was also instrumental in the Knights participation of moving new computers and desks into place 
within the school.  An estimated 50-60 computers were unboxed and placed into appropriate rooms for usage.  Once 
computer desks arrived Steve coordinated efforts to have the desks moved to their proper locations. 
 
Usher Opportunities – Russ Coppersito 
I have reviewed the calendar and feel that the best weekend each month for the Knights to cover a Mass is the third 
weekend of the month.  I’ve discussed this with the GK and he concurs.  There will be just one exception to this and 
that will be the month of June when we have our campout (see below). I also would like to develop a database with 
the Masses that each Knight and their family generally attend so I’ll  better know what kind of coverage we’ll have 
AND so that I can send a better directed email reminder out the week before our ushering date.  Remember to wear 
your name badge and a Knights shirt to show our unity. As a group, the Knights will have an even stronger presence 
at St. Mary Magdalene and possibly build on our current membership.  Please send me your Mass preference in an 
email to russtang65@earthlink.net. Thank you in advance for all your support, Russ Copersito.  And don’t forget to 
mark the below dates on your calendars! 

 
          Date           Time Date Time 
Saturday, September 18 5:00 pm Sunday, October 17 9:00 am 
Sunday, November 21 10:45 am Saturday, December 18 5:00 pm 

 
 
Read-a-Thon–- Frank DeMaria  

Summer Read-a-Thon Proceeds Benefits 2004 Operation Lamb Campaign 
The second annual summer read-a-thon concluded on August 22nd, with a thank-you ceremony for the participants. 
Five energetic readers read a total of 12,420 pages.   Despite the small number of children who completed the 
program, $468.34 was collected.  This compares to the $174.25 raised in the summer of 2003. 
 
They gathered at the new STMM cafeteria to receive medals, certificates and special awards for the most pages read 
and most money raised.  The kids appreciated the recognition and the snacks provided.  The five children receiving 
awards were Kasey Greene, Meghan DeMaria, Kristen DeMaria, Russ Shengulette, and Marie Hils. 
Congratulations to all who participated in this worthwhile event.  As proud as he could be, one youngster proclaimed, 
”This is my first medal ever!”  Surely not his last. 
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Mark Almond Care Box – Tom Berry 
Contact Tom Berry at 302-5183 additional information. 
 
KofC Hats/Shirts – Myles Owens 
Lee Wishon will have clothing items with our Council name and the KofC emblem on them available for you to 
purchase at our meetings.  If you need a different size, just drop me a note and I will get more to the next meeting.  
Remember, $5 from each sale goes to our Council.  These make GREAT presents for birthdays, Christmas or any 
other event! 
Prices:  Hats: $15, Polo SS shirts: $25, Oxfords L/S: $30, Sweatshirts: $35 
You can reach me at: 919-804-KIDS; myles@graygranite.com.   
 
Habitat for Humanity - Randy Corradino, Family Director 
St. Mary Magdalene will be providing volunteers for a Habitat for Humanity project. Upcoming workdays are 
scheduled for Sept. 18th and Oct. 16th.  Information is available on the St.  Mary Magdalene Habitat ministry can be 
found on the web at http://home.nc.rr.com/agius/stmmhabitat.html 
 
If you want to help on either work day, please contact Frank Agius at Home: (919) 303-5803, Cell: (919) 604-2106, 
Email: ftagius@yahoo.com as soon as possible. 
 
Road Clean-up – Rick Lewis, Jr. 
The next Clean-up is scheduled for  Sept. Contact Rick Lewis, Jr. for details. 
 
The Tar Heel Knight (THK) – The NC State KofC Newsletter – Lee Wishon, GK 
The September edition of the Tar Heel Knight will soon be available for reading by going to the KofC State Website 
at: www.kofcnc.org, click on Communications, then Tar Heel Knight, then Sept 2004. You can read and/or print it 
from the website, but you'll need Adobe Reader (free software) to do so. 
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Field Agent’s Corner – Mike Martin 
IS COLLEGE IN THE FUTURE? 
If you could buy a $300.000 estate for each of your children for just a few dollars a week, would you be interested? 
 
You can do it! Reports from the American Association of Universities and Colleges show that, on the average, the 
value of a college education in lifetime earnings is over $300,000. 
 
A college education is one of the greatest gifts any parent can give a child. Unlike stocks, bonds, real estate, and other 
investments that make up ordinary estates, an education can never be wiped out by a poor economy. 
 
Where will the money come from for college? You hope you’ll be able to help –but why hope when you can 
guarantee? The price of that guarantee is just a few dollars a week until they are ready for college. 
 
Let me help you plan your children’s education. Call me today. 
 

Michael D. Martin (Councils 6650/7186)    hoosier_71us@yahoo.com 
 
Please Pray 
Prayer is a powerful thing so we ask all members to remember in your prayers all who are in need.  If you know of 
any Brother Knights, family, and friends who are sick, in distress, or in need of our prayers please contact Lee 
Wishon.  Special intentions this month include: 
 
-Mark and Holly Almond during his military deployment; 
-Kevin and Deb Conroy for the loss of her mother, Dorothy Parsell; 
-Wally Willard for a speedy recovery of his surgery; 
-Bob Konkel for a continued healthy result of his surgery; 
-Those that are unemployed and seeking jobs; 
-The homeless; 
-The Clergy; 
-All military members and their families. 
 
Congratulations 
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all Knights and their family members who will celebrate birthdays and 
anniversaries this month! 
 
Congratulations to Pete and Kim Layton on the birth of their son, Joshua Peter, August 14th.  Mom and baby are 
doing great! 
 
Communications “Stuff” 
We have a web page that contains all issues of the Newsletter.  Just click on 
http://www.stmm.net/church/kofC7186.htm. Check it out regularly for updates and new information…. and do be 
sure to read the Newsletter!  Let Dick English (Newsletter), Steve Loeschorn (website) or Lee Wishon (GK) know if 
you have any suggestions for improvement.    
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--- 
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DIRECTORY OF COUNCIL OFFICERS 
Grand Knight............. Lee Wishon  461-1680    leewishon@aol.com 
Chaplain..................... Rev. Donald Staib              387-3648    donfs@aol.com 
Deputy Grand Knight Bob Konkel  387-7711    bobkonkel@yahoo.com   

     Chancellor.................. Tom Harmon  303-7933    uscharmon@wmconect.com 
Recorder..................... Rich Phillips  362-1811    richard.phillips@nc.rr.com  

     Treasurer.................... Paul Mastropolo  387-0574    pmastropolo@hotmail.com 
Advocate..................… Bob Annunziata  387-4780    rannunz@bellsouth.net 

    Lecturer…………        Jim O’Brien  363-4501    lobrien@bellsouth.net 
    Warden....................... Eugene Annunziata 362-0959    gannunziata@alphanumeric.com  
    Inside Guard............... Scott Strednak  362-4580    scott.strednak@earthtech.com  
    Outside Guard............ Steve Loeschorn  363-6516    sloesch@us.ibm.com 
    Financial Secretary… Frank DeMaria  387-8601    fdemaria@hotmail.com  
    Trustees    3 Years 06  Mike Snyder  447-0456    pgkKofC7186@aol.com      
                      2 Years 05  Rob Prewitt  363-4516    r_prewit@bellsouth.net 
          1 Year   04 Wally Willard  362-9765    wwillard2000@msn.com   

 
2004 – 2005 Directors:   Program Director: : Bob Konkel 

    Church  Russ Goff                  Family  Randy Corradino 
Council  Pete Layton                 Youth  Bob Bleggi 
Membership  Jim Rupp    Round Table n/a 
Public Relations VACANT         Pro-Life  Wally Willard 
Vocations  VACANT    Retention VACANT  
Community:  VACANT 
 
Staff:  
Newsletter  Dick English  303-6715   KofC7186@aol.com 
Web Site  Steve Loeschorn  363-6516   sloesch@us.ibm.com   
OpLAMB Director Rich Phillips   362-1811   richard.philips@nc.rr.com  
OpLAMB Asst Dir Rob Prewitt  363-4516   r_prewit@bellsouth.net  
Historian  VACANT 
 
Others: 
Dist. Deputy #5 Rick Lewis, Jr.  363-2625   rlewis17@nc.rr.com  
Dist. Warden #5 Mike Taylor       grayinc@pass.net 
 
Field Agent  Michael D. Martin (Councils 6650/7186)    hoosier_71us@yahoo.com  

202 Bonniewood Dr.,  Cary, NC 27511 
Office 919-303-2930              Fax 919-303-2975             Cell 919-344-3969  
 
“Day after day, your Knights of Columbus Agent is there for you” 

 
OUR WEBSITE is http://www.stmm.net/church/kofC7186.htm       
 
Deadline for Newsletter Articles The deadline for input to the October  Newsletter is Sept 27th.  Send an e-
mail to the editor at KofC7186@aol.com  with updates and/or corrections.  

 
Published monthly by: 
Knights of Columbus  
Father H. Charles Mulholland Council # 7186 
c/o St. Mary Magdalene 
625 Magdala Place, Apex, NC  27502 
Attn: Editor Dick English 
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Proposed Budget For 2004 – 2005 - Frank DeMaria  
A proposed budget for the year 2004-05 is below.  Please review the budget and be prepared to offer any comments 
and/or suggestions at the September 2nd meeting.  Any changes will be made at that time, and the final budget will be 
voted on.  
 

Knights of Columbus Council #7186 
          

 Budget Vs. Actuals For Period:  July 1, 2003 - June 30, 2004  
Proposed Budget For July 1, 2004 - June 30, 2005 

 
INCOME 

   

   
Budget Actuals FY 05 

Proposed 
Membership dues    $         1,680   $         2,057  $         2,100 
 Initiation dues    $              -     $            341  $              - 
      
Penny-a-Day Relief Fund $ collected  $            219   $            250  $            274 
      
Fundraisers      
 Fish Fries (three events)  $            750   $            481  $         1,000 
 50/50 proceeeds   $            100   $            104  $             75 
 State raffle proceeds  $            400   $            695  $            500 
 Christmas card sales proceeds  $            100   $            131  $            100 
 Other fundraisers  $            555   $         1,667 
  poinsettia sales   $            159   
  pancake breakfast   $            284   
  car wash   $            103   
  rebate from clothing sales   $             95   
  STMM auction earnings   $             80   
  RBC center earnings   $            400   
      
Miscellaneous      
 State Org Meeting winfall  $              -     $            652  $              - 
 Donations to Council  $              -     $            100  $              - 
 Name Tag donations  $              -     $             51  $              - 
      
    $         3,804   $         5,982  $         5,716 
 
 

EXPENSES 
  

  
Budget Actuals FY 05 

Proposed 
Membership expenses  
 State Per Capita  $            180   $            328   $            325  
 Supreme Per Capita   $            270   $            321   $            338  
 Fin. Secretary Fee  $             60   $              -     $             80  
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Penny-a-Day Relief Fund Donated   $            219   $            175   $            274  
      
Supplies ordered through supreme council  $            200   $            320   $            300  
      
Degree Expenses  $             50   $            219   $            200  
      
Church Programs     
 Bishop's Fund  $            100   $            100   $            100  
 Altar Server Awards  $            100   $              -     $              -    
 Seminarian donation ($200 + $50 gift cert)  $            200   $            250   $            200  
 Christmas Tree for St. Mary Magdalene  $            125   $            153   $            175  
 Rosary Supplies  $             75   $              -     $             50  
      
Family Programs     
 Ice Cream Social, other refreshments  $            100   $             90   $            100  
      
Youth Programs     
 Catholic Scouting Awards / refreshments  $             50   $            153   $            175  
 Essay contests  $             75   $              -     $             75  
 Free throw competetion  $             50   $              -     $             50  
      
Community Programs     
 Read-a-Thon  $             50   $             53   $             50  
 Donation to Officer Tucker famiy  $             50   $             25   $              -    
 Ignited By Truth Conference  $              -     $            131   $            100  
      
Council Programs     
 Installation dinner  $             75   $            494   $            300  
 Awards for year-end ceremony  $             75   $             63   $            200  
 Christmas Pot Luck Dinner  $             50   $              -     $             50  
 Goodwill (cards for sick, etc.)  $             50   $             45   $             50  
      
Cost of Doing Business     
 Conventions (Annual & mid-year incl ad)  $            800   $            819   $            900  
 Liability Insurance Premium  $            250   $              -     $            100  
 FS / Treasurer Supplies (stamps, etc.)  $              -     $            115   $            125  
      
Grand Knight's Discretionary Fund  $            150   $             88   $            150  
      
Contribution to St. Mary Magdalene Building Fund  $            300   $            100   $         1,000  
      
Miscellaneous   $            100     
 Donations to groups, new councils   $            125   $            150  
 Name Tags   $            202   $            100  
      
   $         3,804   $         4,369   $         5,716  
 


