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              KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS 
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Volume 3, No. 7                            http://www.stmm.net/church/kofC7186.htm                   February 2005 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Feb. 3rd 7:00pm  Officer Meeting, St. Mary Magdalene, Adult Room, New Bldg. 
  7:30pm  Business Meeting, St. Mary Magdalene, Adult Room, New Bldg. 
Feb 4th 6:30pm-7:30pm Monthly First Friday Adoration & Rosary 
Feb. 9th   Ash Wednesday 
Feb. 12th 9:00am-6pm Ignited by Truth Conference 
Feb. 17th 7:00pm  Social – OP Lamb Grant Awards 
Feb. 18th 5:00 – 7:00pm Fish Fry in Cafeteria 
Feb. 19th          9:00am – 5:00pm Blood Drive 
Feb. 19th   Third Degree, Thomas Price Council 2546 in Raleigh 
Feb. 20th 9:00am  Usher opportunity 
Feb. 26th 11:00am-3:30pm Bishop Curlin, “Spiritual Well Being” Retreat 
Mar. 3rd 7:00pm  Officer Meeting, St. Mary Magdalene, Adult Room, New Bldg. 
  7:30pm  Business Meeting, St. Mary Magdalene, Adult Room, New Bldg. 
Mar 4th 6:00pm                Chair Setup for Mass 
Mar 4th 6:30pm-7:30pm Monthly First Friday Adoration & Rosary 
Mar. 11th         5:00 – 7:00pm      Fish Fry in Cafeteria 
 
Grand Knight's Message  

By Lee Wishon, Grand Knight 
 

Brothers, 
I want to begin by saying THANK YOU for your efforts thus far.  I have received many compliments from fellow 
parishioners and school faculty for your help in varying endeavors.  You may not hear it directly so I felt it my duty 
to pass along the gratitude.  We have more opportunities to serve the church and school community coming this 
month.  We have been asked to assist the PSO in their major fund raising effort Feb. 4th. (see Steve’s message below) 
Hopefully you will be able to enjoy the event and lend a hand at the same time.  We have two fish fries scheduled for 
this Lenten Season, the first of which is Feb. 18th.  This is a major undertaking for the council and will require many 
of you to ensure its success.  We need you to help promote the event among your friends and neighbors.  We will 
need manpower to manage the event.  (See Jim’s message below.)  
 
There are a couple of spiritually relevant events that I would like to mention and hope you will be able to attend.  
Bishop Curlin will be conducting a retreat on Feb. 26th (See Carl’s message below) and the Ignited by Truth Catholic 
Conference is Feb. 12th at Cardinal Gibbons High School. (more information is available at www.ignitedbytruth.com) 
 
Finally, we have added 4 new members over the past month and a half.  Please welcome them and help them get 
involved in our council.  
 
Respectfully, 
Lee Wishon 
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      Outside Guard / Web Site Co-coordinator 
                              Steve Loeschorn 

 

 
              Church Director 

Russell Goff

 
COMPLETED, ONGOING, AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 
Bishop Curlin Retreat – Carl Dappen 
Dear Brothers, 
As Knights, we work at a great number of varying tasks for our church, community, youth, etc. but seldom do we get 
the opportunity to spend a day looking after our “Spiritual Well Being”.  On February 26, we will have that 
opportunity. Bishop Curlin will conduct a Retreat exclusively for Knights members and their spouses in Raleigh, NC, 
hosted by Council 2546. 
 
The Retreat will start at 11:00AM and conclude with a mass at 2:30PM.  Lunch will be provided from 12 noon to 
1:30PM. Please make your reservations prior to February 12, by contacting the host District Deputy Chris Podgurski 
919-567-5310, email cpodgurski@luwausa.com or contact host Grand Knight Tim Whelan 919-878-9162, email 
twhelan@us.ibm.com 
 
For those who have not had the pleasure of hearing Bishop Curlin speak, I can assure you this will be an event you 
will treasure for a long time. 
 
Operation LAMB 2004 - Richard Phillips 
We held a meeting to discuss distribution of the grant monies after the council business meeting on January 6th.  
Many thanks go out to all who participated, and to all who just stayed to enjoy the fraternity (and beverages☺). 
 
The grants totaling $3574.55 will be distributed as follows at our February 17th social meeting beginning at 7pm. 
 
Grant Contact Organization   
$375.00 Mrs. Kathy Williford Middle Creek High School   
$375.00 Ms. Marcia Bullock Middle Creek High School   
$375.00 Mr. Douglas Morris Middle Creek High School   
$375.00 Mr. Brent Breanham Apex High School   
$375.00 Ms. Christy Daughtrey Holly Ridge Elementary  
$375.00 Ms. Torry Greene Holly Ridge Elementary  
$375.00 Ms. Lori Tryon Horse & Buddy Therapeutic Riding 
$375.00 Ms. Rene Morrison Family Support Network  
$574.55 Mr. Brian Philpot Special Olympics of North Carolina 

 
We will be distributing the checks and asking the recipients to share how they plan to use the money.  Last years 
grant distribution was a great success and a lot of fun. 
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This year we will have a council wine & cheese social immediately following.  I ask you brothers to bring a desert to 
share, and I will provide beer, wine and soft drinks.  We will have coloring books and games available if you wish to 
bring your children. 
 
Please RSVP to me at richard.phillips@ieee.org or 919-362-1811 with the number of adults (and children) that plan 
to attend. 
 
Fish Fry – Jim O’Brien, Lecturer 
 A Call for Help 

Our famous fish fry dinners will take place Feb. 18th and March 11th from 5:15PM to 7:15 PM. 

We need the help of as many knights as possible. We need help selling tickets after each weekend mass on Jan. 
29/30, Feb. 5/6 and Feb. 12/13. Please let me know which mass you attend and will be able to help us make his a 
successful fish fry by selling tickets in advance of each fish fry. Ticket prices are $7.00 for adults and $4.00 for 
children (8 and under). 

For the March 11th fish fry, we will sell tickets on Feb. 26/27 and March 5/6 after each mass. Please let know which 
mass you can help us. 

Jim O’Brien     Phone 363-4501     e-mail:  lobrien@bellsouth.net 

 
Youth Free Throw Championship  -Bob Bleggi, Youth Director 
All boys and girls ages 10 to 14 were invited to participate in the local level of competition for the 2005 Knights of 
Columbus Council Free Throw Championship held Sunday January 9 at 1:00 pm at Saint Mary Magdalene Catholic 
Grade School Gymnasium. The winners went on to the District Free throw in Garner on Jan. 29. 
 
Essay and Poster Contest – Lee Wishon. GK 
Our second annual essay and poster contest was conducted in November and December last year.  We had 69 entries 
in the Kindergarten/1st grade class, 100 entries in the 4th/5th grade class, 42 entries in the 7th grade class and 32 
entries in the 8th grade class.  The judging was conducted in January and the winners have been forwarded to the 
State level for consideration.  We are making arrangements for the contest winners to be recognized.  Please feel free 
to share your thoughts on how our council could best do so.  The winners were: 
 
Christian Boletchek – 1st Grade Poster 
Aubrey Finley – 4th Grade Poster 
Ryan Schanz – 7th Grade Poem 
Sarah Ang – 7th Grade Essay 
Shannon Walklet – 8th Grade Poem 
Meghan DeMaria – 8th Grade Essay 
 
Chair Ministry - Kevin and Deb Conroy 
The next KofC chair setup for weekend Mass is scheduled for Friday night, Mar. 4th at 6:00pm If we have 10-12 
people show up it takes under 30 minutes to get it done. The Knights of Columbus have volunteered to set the chairs 
up the first Friday of every month starting at 6pm and usually finish up by 6:30pm.  Bob Reardon looks forward to 
the evenings we set up chairs because we get it done quickly and correctly! 
The dates for the next three setups are 4/01/05 , 5/06/05 & 6/03/05.  Please mark these dates on your calendar and let 
me know what dates you can make it by emailing me at: ked.conroy@mindspring.com. 
 
Church 
We are participating in the First Friday hour of Adoration.  This hour of devotion begins at 6:30pm.  All Knights are 
invited to share in devotion at the chapel from 6:30-7:30pm.  As a result of overlapping schedules with other groups 
we are able to offer silent devotion during the first half-hour and family devotion, including children reading and 
rosary reciting, during the second half-hour. 

Brothers, 
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At the this month's general meeting I mentioned that the PSO fundraising committee would be requesting assistance 
to conduct their Chance of a Lifetime Gala Event. Here is the formal request for assistance and which specific areas 
they need assistance. The event will be held on February 4, 2005 at the StMM Activity building.  
 
If you are willing help out in one of the areas listed below, they will wave the $25 ticket fee. Because they are only 
selling tickets in advance, they need to know by Tuesday, February 1st everyone that will be participating. 
 
Please let me know if you are willing and able to assist. 
 
Thanks 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Note from PSO Fundraising committee 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Here are the items that we can use help with for the auction. 
 
1. Table and chair set up Thursday, February 3rd in gym starting at 3pm - 7pm (approximately) 
2. Coat clerk all evening on February 4th 6:30pm - 11:30pm ( two people) 
3. Manage parking on February 4th 6:30 - 8pm 
4. Runners for live auction on February 4th 9pm - 11pm (four people) 
5. Video tape the chance ticket pulling and bag selection (two people) 
 
For additional information on the event, please refer to the link below. 
http://www.stmm.net/school/orgs/pso/documents/ChanceofaLifetime.doc  

 
Upcoming Degrees – Lee Wishon, GK 
1st Degree –  
2nd Degree – 
3rd Degree – Feb. 19th in Raleigh, at Thomas Price Council 2546 
Please take advantage of these degrees.  If interested, please contact Lee Wishon 
 
For your honor roll: 
Lance Corporal Scott Comstock, USMC, 1st Degree Knight of Council 7186, stepson of PGK Mike Snyder and son 
of Dianne Snyder will deploy to Iraq during March 2005 after completion of workup training that begins on 4 Jan 
2005 at Camp Lejeune and 29 Palms, CA.  Please keep him and his family in your prayers. 
 
Mentor Program -Tom Harmon, Chancellor 
This fraternal year, our council is updating our mentoring program.  We need your support.  The goal of the new 
program is to make each brother knight feel welcomed, active and encouraged as he progresses to obtain his 3rd 
degree.  Here is how it will work: 
 
1. All knights are encouraged to invite their fellow parishioners to join our council.  Please turn over any names, 

telephone numbers, information cards or form 100’s to our membership director, Lee Wishon. 
2. Lee will contact the interested men and invite them to an information night/admission committee. 
3. The admission committee is made up of the Chancellor, the membership director and trustees.  At this meeting, 

we will explain what the Knights of Columbus are all about and ask the prospective knight about his family and 
interests. 

4. The chancellor will match up the prospective knight with a mentor (Officer, Director or Staff) who has similar 
interests as our future knight. 

5. At the first degree, the Chancellor will introduce the new knight to his mentor.  The mentor should accompany 
him to all subsequent degrees and encourage him to be involved and get the most out of our organization. 

 
Mentors who were assigned 1st and 2nd degree knights last year, will continue to work with those knights as they 
progress to the 3rd degree. 
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A brief questionnaire will be sent out to the Officers, Directors, and Staff on their interests and information, which 
will assist in assigning them as mentors to future knights.   
 
The council needs everyone’s help.  If you are a mentor or are asked to mentor a prospective knight, please provide 
fellowship and encouragement.  
 
Pro-Life Corner – Wally Willard, Pro-Life Chairman 
  
Raleigh NCRTL 6th Annual Prayer Breakfast for Life – January 15th, 2005:  The program started with the 2005 
Essay Contest Winner, Jasmine Cogdell, reading her essay on "Stem Cell Research: Dispelling the Myths".  
The NCRTL, Inc. Prayer Breakfast for Life featured speaker, Al Barbarino, delivered a wonderful message and 
several songs, about the homeless children in New York City.  He has traveled to Europe, Africa and many other 
countries speaking about the homeless.  The program ended with the Wake County RTL director offering an 
inspirational prayer for NC government and citizens about passing legislation to end abortion.  Our Bishop, the Most 
Reverend Joseph Gossman of the Raleigh Diocese, Our State Deputy Dave Onofrio, our GK Lee Wishon, myself, and 
about 100 other guests of clergy, politicians, adults, students and 1 infant attended the prayer breakfast.    
 
Raleigh, NCRTL Rally and March – January 15th, 2005:  The Rally, held annually at Nash Square, began with a 
prayer from the Bishop of the Charlotte Diocese, the Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis.  There were a couple talks, 
focused on abortion, given by political leaders, etc.  The featured speaker of the Rally was Lynda Bell, who is the 
Vice Mayor of Homestead Florida and the Media Director of the Florida Right to Life org and a board member of the 
National RTL. Her speech was outstanding with lots of information direct and specific to abortion.  The march ended 
at Sacred Heart Church with refreshments and socializing.  The attendance was the lowest I have seen in many years.  
Paul and Amanda Mastropolo, Laura, Patrick and I were in attendance on behalf of our council.  The annual color 
guard was provided by members of the 4th degree from different assemblies.  The weather was unsure and cold.  
There were knights from different councils present.  Forgive me if I have overlooked anyone.   
 
Bus Trip to Washington, DC. Rally and March for Life January 24th, 2005:  The trip started at St. Mary Magdalene 
at 4:00 am.  All 8 of us car pooled with Frank DeMaria to St. Raphael's.  After recovering from my directions, Frank 
found St. Raphael's.  Three (3) buses left St. Raphael's around 5:30 for DC.  Frank DeMaria provided handouts (Pray 
The Rosary To End Abortion, and more) to everyone on the bus.  The National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
is … the National Shrine, sacred and beautiful as ever.  The dome bell was provided by the KOC several years ago.  
There will be another Bell provided by the KOC in the future.  After mass, pictures of our group were taken and then 
we were bussed to the Ellipse for the Rally and the Start of the March.  President Bush made comments to the Rally 
by phone.  The March was a bit late starting which did not leave enough time for all to visit Sen. Dole's and Sen. 
Burr's offices.  Sen. Dole is continuing the Sen. Helms tradition by reserving a room with coffee and donuts for 
attendees.  Rose McCreery and I went to our State Representative Offices.  All of the Representatives were in the 
area, but not in their offices.  We delivered a signed roster of all the Rally and March attendees from the Raleigh area.  
The attendance in Washington this year was the lower than usual.  I think the unknown weather condition was a 
major contributing factor in the low attendance.  Our Council and St. Mary Magdalene attendance was up.  Last year 
we had 1 and this year we had 8. Our DGK Bob Konkle commented at our last business meeting that this was big 
improvement.  Frank DeMaria, Meghan DeMaria, Kristen DeMaria, David Harmon, Tom Harmon, Erin Riley, Paul 
Thomann and I attended this year.  Many sacrifices were made to go on the trip.  Meghan, Kristen and David 
sacrificed a day of school.  Erin's husband stayed home from work to watch the kids and Erin brought a home made 
sign to carry.  Paul, Tom and Frank missed work.  For myself, oh well.  Thanks to all that attended and thanks for all 
the prayers from those who could not attend.   
 
"It is a very great poverty to decide that a child must die that you might live as you wish.   Mother 'Teresa of 
Calcutta'      
 
Blood Drive - Mike Snyder, PGK 
The next blood drive is scheduled for Saturday, 19 February from 9am-1pm.  Additional 2005 blood drive dates will 
be published in next month's newsletter.   
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
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From our Regional District Deputy: 
Worthy Brothers All, 
 I would like to thank the council for giving me the honor of supporting my resolution for State Secretary of the North 
Carolina State Council. Through your support and help I will do my best to get elected and then be your voice on the 
State Council if so elected. I am not permitted to do any politicking until the Friday of the convention. The council 
may mail a copy of my resolution to each council, State Officer, RDD and District Deputy and all Directors and 
Chairman once the resolution has been approved by the State Advocate. I do plan on having a hospitality room on 
that Friday. I truly feel that I can help and that is my intention for running. 
  
Vivat Jesus, 
Carl J. Dappen, RDD #1 
 
Chance of a Lifetime – Steve Loeschorn, Outside Guard  
Brothers, 
At last month's general meeting I mentioned that the PSO fundraising committee would be requesting assistance to 
conduct their “Chance of a Lifetime” Gala Event.  Here is the formal request for assistance and a list of specific areas 
of need. The event will be held on February 4, 2005 at the StMM Activity building.  
 
If you are willing help out in one of the areas listed below, they will wave the $25 ticket fee. Because they are only 
selling tickets in advance, they need to know by Tuesday, February 1st everyone that will be participating. 
 
1. Table and chair set up Thursday, February 3rd in gym starting at 3pm - 7pm (approximately) 
2. Coat clerk all evening on February 4th 6:30pm - 11:30pm (two people) 
3. Manage parking on February 4th 6:30 - 8pm 
4. Runners for live auction on February 4th 9pm - 11pm (four people) 
5. Video tape the chance ticket pulling and bag selection (two people) 
 
Thank you 
 
Knight of the Month – Lee Wishon, GK 
Congratulations to Bob Bleggi, our Youth Director.  Bob oversaw our recent Poster and Essay contest, collected 
entries and facilitated the judging.  Bob was also responsible for the Youth Free Throw Competition in our council.  
He was able to recruit help, coordinate the facility and promote the event to make it our most successful one ever.  
Bob will also be escorting our council winners to the district competition Jan. 29th.  Thank you very much for 
promoting youth involvement in our community. 
 
Usher Opportunities – Russ Coppersito 
I have reviewed the calendar and feel that the best weekend each month for the Knights to cover a Mass is the third 
weekend of the month.  Remember to wear your name badge and a Knights shirt to show our unity. As a group, the 
Knights will have an even stronger presence at St. Mary Magdalene and possibly build on our current membership.  
We will be doing the third Sunday 9:00am Mass on Feb. 20th.Thank you in advance for all your support.               
 
Mark Almond Care Box – Tom Berry 
Contact Tom Berry at 302-5183 additional information. 
 
Scott Comstock 
 Scott becomes our Council’s second member to be assigned to serve in Iraq. Keep him in your prayers. 
 
KofC Hats/Shirts – Myles Owens 
Lee Wishon will have clothing items with our Council name and the KofC emblem on them available for you to 
purchase at our meetings.  If you need a different size, just drop me a note and I will get more to the next meeting.  
Remember, $5 from each sale goes to our Council.  These make GREAT presents for birthdays, Christmas or any 
other event! 
Prices:  Hats: $15, Polo SS shirts: $25, Oxfords L/S: $30, Sweatshirts: $35 
You can reach me at: 919-804-KIDS; myles@graygranite.com.   
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Habitat for Humanity - Randy Corradino, Family Director 
St. Mary Magdalene will be providing volunteers for a Habitat for Humanity project. Information is available on the 
St.  Mary Magdalene Habitat ministry can be found on the web at http://home.nc.rr.com/agius/stmmhabitat.html 
 
If you want to help, please contact Frank Agius at Home: (919) 303-5803, Cell: (919) 604-2106, Email: 
ftagius@yahoo.com as soon as possible. 
 
The Tar Heel Knight (THK) – The NC State KofC Newsletter – Lee Wishon, GK 
The February edition of the Tar Heel Knight will soon be available for reading by going to the KofC State Website at: 
www.kofcnc.org, click on Communications, then Tar Heel Knight, then Feb 2005. You can read and/or print it from 
the website, but you'll need Adobe Reader (free software) to do so. 
 
Field Agent’s Corner – Mike Martin 
SINGLE PREMIUM LIFE 
 
I’ll bet there are a few things you didn’t know about certificates of deposit or other similar investments. A life 
insurance policy is probably better that’s right.., a life insurance policy. 
 
Single Premium Life from Knights of Columbus offers all the best features of CD’s or municipal bonds plus the 
benefit of life insurance. 
 
With Single Premium Life you create an immediate estate that is paid to your beneficiary tax free should you die. 
Your money accumulates on a tax deferred basis, and earns dividends that are not subject to tax. You also have the 
right to take loans against your accumulated values subject to current tax regulations. All this without market risk. . . 
and for only one single payment! 
 
I’d like to talk with you about Single Premium Life, and other plans available. Call me for an appointment. 
 
Michael D. Martin (Councils 6650/7186)    hoosier_71us@yahoo.com 
 
Please Pray 
Prayer is a powerful thing so we ask all members to remember in your prayers all who are in need.  If you know of 
any Brother Knights, family, and friends who are sick, in distress, or in need of our prayers please contact Lee 
Wishon.  Special intentions this month include: 
 
-Mark and Holly Almond during his military deployment; 
-Those that are unemployed and seeking jobs; 
-The homeless; 
-The Clergy; 
-All military members and their families. 
 
Congratulations 
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all Knights and their family members who will celebrate birthdays and 
anniversaries this month! 
 
Communications “Stuff” 
We have a web page that contains all issues of the Newsletter.  Just click on 
http://www.stmm.net/church/kofC7186.htm. Check it out regularly for updates and new information…. and do be 
sure to read the Newsletter!  Let Dick English (Newsletter), Steve Loeschorn (website) or Lee Wishon (GK) know if 
you have any suggestions for improvement.    
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
DIRECTORY OF COUNCIL OFFICERS 
Grand Knight............. Lee Wishon  461-1680    leewishon@aol.com 
Chaplain..................... Rev. Donald Staib              387-3648    donfs@aol.com 
Deputy Grand Knight Bob Konkel  387-7711    bobkonkel@yahoo.com   

     Chancellor.................. Tom Harmon  303-7933    uscharmon@wmconect.com 
Recorder..................... Rich Phillips  362-1811    richard.phillips@nc.rr.com  

     Treasurer.................... Paul Mastropolo  387-0574    pmastropolo@hotmail.com 
Advocate..................… Bob Annunziata  387-4780    rannunz@bellsouth.net 

    Lecturer…………        Jim O’Brien  363-4501    lobrien@bellsouth.net 
    Warden....................... Eugene Annunziata 362-0959    gannunziata@alphanumeric.com  
    Inside Guard............... Scott Strednak  362-4580    scott.strednak@earthtech.com  
    Outside Guard............ Steve Loeschorn  363-6516    sloesch@us.ibm.com 
    Financial Secretary… Frank DeMaria  387-8601    fdemaria@hotmail.com  
    Trustees    3 Years 06  Mike Snyder  447-0456    msnyder214@bellsouth.net      
                      2 Years 05  Rob Prewitt  363-4516    r_prewit@bellsouth.net 
          1 Year   04 Wally Willard  362-9765    wlpwillard@nc.rr.com   

2004 – 2005 Directors:   Program Director: : Bob Konkel 
    Church  Russ Goff                  Family  Randy Corradino 

Council  Pete Layton                 Youth  Bob Bleggi 
Membership  VACANT    Round Table n/a 
Public Relations VACANT         Pro-Life  Wally Willard 
Vocations  VACANT    Retention VACANT  
Community:  VACANT 
Staff:  
Newsletter  Dick English  303-6715   KofC7186@aol.com 
Web Site  Steve Loeschorn  363-6516   sloesch@us.ibm.com   
OpLAMB Director Rich Phillips   362-1811   richard.philips@nc.rr.com  
OpLAMB Asst Dir Rob Prewitt  363-4516   r_prewit@bellsouth.net  
Historian  VACANT 
Others: 
Dist. Deputy #5 John Brown       JEB.Brown@BellSouth.net  
Dist. Warden #5  
 
Field Agent  Michael D. Martin (Councils 6650/7186)    hoosier_71us@yahoo.com  

202 Bonniewood Dr.,  Cary, NC 27511 
Office 919-303-2930              Fax 919-303-2975             Cell 919-344-3969  
 
“Day after day, your Knights of Columbus Agent is there for you” 
 

OUR WEBSITE is http://www.stmm.net/church/kofC7186.htm       
Deadline for Newsletter Articles The deadline for input to the March Newsletter is Feb. 21st.  Send an 
 e-mail to the editor at KofC7186@aol.com  with updates and/or corrections.  

 
Published monthly by: 
Knights of Columbus  
Father H. Charles Mulholland Council # 7186 
 
c/o St. Mary Magdalene 
625 Magdala Place, Apex, NC  27502 
Attn: Editor Dick English 


